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of antiquity are all that is left to us of its civilisation. Even
as regards the past of our own nation, the material condition
of former times affects the present indirectly only, through
the medium of the intellectual culture that it allowed or
forbade. Thus the wider the sphere of the life of humanity,
the more purely intellectual that life becomes.

The intellectual nature of the commonwealth of humanity
is apparent in the fact that its conscious expression, the
idea of humanity, was originally not the product of com-
mercial and economic interests, but the outgrowth of
intellectual forces./ As in the separate life of nations, so
in their common life, religion is the primary source of the
social consciousness. Ancient civilisation having once
actually created a common stock of intellectual possessions,
it was Christianity that first postulated the existence of an
intellectual commonwealth, in the form of a commonwealth
of faith. As a result of its influence science and art became
common possessions, shared by peoples and ages according
to the functions devolving upon them by reason of their
natural characteristics and historical conditions. Thus the
intellectual commonwealth is really earlier than the material.
And the strongest #noral support for the latter is to be
found in the sentiment of equality of rights produced by
oneness of intellectual interests. For centuries, however,
peaceful intercourse was possible only between Christian
nations, and common warfare against the infidels was one
of the earliest occasions for the formation of international
alliances, which were for the most part, of course, temporary
in character. Thus that political union of civilised states
for the purpose of common peaceful endeavour, in which
the problems of material existence occupy the foreground
of interest, is the final and not the first stage of develop-
ment